
TABLE 1. Some Triggers Which Have Induced Kounis Syndrome 

Drugs 
 
Analgesics (aspirin, dipyrone) 
Anesthetics (etomidate, 

isoflurane, midazolam, 
propofol, remifentanil, 
rocuronium bromide, 
succinylcholine, 
suxamethonium, 
trimethaphan) 

Antibiotics (ampicillin, 
ampicillin/sulfactam, 
amoxicillin, amikacin, 
cefazolin, cefoxitin, 
cerufoxime, cephradine, 
cinoxacin, lincomycin, 
penicillin, 
sulbactam/cefoperazone, 
Piperacillin/Tazobactam, 
trimethoprim– 
sulfamethoxazole, 
sulperazon, vancomycin) 

Anticoagulants (heparin, 
lepirudin) 

Anti-neoplastics (5-
fluorouracil, capecitabine, 
carboplatin, denileukin, 
interferons, paclitaxel, vinca 
alkaloids) 

 

Drugs (cont.) 
 
Contrast media (Iohexone, 

loxagate, meglumine 
diatrizoate, sodium 
indigotindisulfonate) 

Glucocorticoids (betamethasone, 
hydrocortisone) 

Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (alclofenac, diclofenac, 
naproxen) 

Proton pump inhibitors 
(lansoprazole) 

Skin disinfectants (chlorhexidine, 
povidone-iodine) 

Thrombolytics (streptokinase, 
tissue plasminogen activator, 
urokinase) 

Others (allopurinol, bupropion, 
clopidogrel, dextran, enalapril, 
esmolol, fructose, gelofusin, 
insulin, iodine, iron, losartan, 
protamine, tetanus antitoxin, 
glaphenine, mesalamine) 

Conditions 
 
Angioedema 
Anisakiasis 
Bronchial asthma 
Churg–Strauss syndrome 
Exercise-induced anaphylaxis 
Food allergy 
Hay fever 
Idiopathic anaphylaxis 
Intracoronary stenting 
Mastocytosis 
Nicotine exposure 
Scombroid syndrome 
Serum sickness 
Skin itching/scratching 
Stents (bare metal, drug 

eluting) 
 

Food consumption 
 
Actinidia chinensis 
Canned food (tuna) 
Fish 
Fruits 
Mushroom poisoning 

(Coprinopsis atramentaria) 
Shellfish 
Vegetables 
Tomato salad 

Environmental 
exposures 
 
Grass cutting 
Hymenoptera stings 
Jellyfish stings 
Latex contact 
Millet allergy 
Poison ivy 
Scorpion sting 
Snake venom 
Metals 
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